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to Trash the Bay & CALLTO ACTION

SAVE THE BAY.

NARRAGANSETT BAY

e love our beaches and coastlines in Rhode Island. We're the Ocean State, after all.

But trash left behind by beach-goers, blown to the shorelines by the wind, and washed

to the coast by stormwater runoff has countless negative effects on ocean life, coastal The Ocean Conservancy’s
communities and Rhode Island’s economy. International Coastal Cleanup
is the largest global volunteer
effort on behalf of the ocean,
bringing 560,000 volunteers

On September 19, 2015, Save The Bay led 85 beach cleanups in 20 towns, where 2,199
volunteers collected trash and debris from 65 miles of shoreline and recorded what they
found. In this report, you'll find a summary of trash collected during this year’s cleanup.
Our local data will become part of a global report on marine trash around the world. worldwide together to clean
up the world’s beaches

and shorelines. Save The
Bay is proud to be the
state coordinator for the
International Coastal

6 DEG REES OF SEPARATION: Cleanup in Rhode Island.
How Does Trash Travel?

We call on you, our community members, to take the actions found in this report to
help us protect and improve the water quality and marine life of Narragansett Bay.

Plastic bag from
a store in the city

travels through pipes
and downriver

where marine
into the ocean wildlife mistakes
it for food. &>
o

Graphic courtesy of Ocean Conservancy




TOP ITEMS COLLECTED

2,199 PARTICIPANTS

o,
19,469 @

POUNDS OF

TRASH ©

65 ©
MILES o
OF SHORELINE

e VOLUNTEERS PER CITY/TOWN

Lids (Plastic) - 2,142

Fishing Line (1 yard/meter=1 piece) - 2,069

Cups & Plates (Plastic) - 1,942
Grocery Bags (Plastic) - 1,808

Rope (1 yard/meter=1 piece) - 1,709
Cups & Plates (Foam) - 1,524

Cups & Plates (Paper) - 1,499
Construction Materials - 1,485
Tobacco Packaging/Wrap - 1,475
Fireworks - 1,389

Paper Bags - 1,285

Forks, Knives, Spoons - 1,254

Take Out Containers (Plastic) - 1,221
Cigar Tips - 1,177

GLASS
PIECES

45%

Most litter does not biodegrade.
It just breaks down into tiny bits
of plastic, glass and foam, less than
2.5 cm in diameter that are ingested
by animals and humans. Save The
Bay volunteers removed 38,911 bits
of Tiny Trash from beaches this year.

Take Out/Away Containers (Foam) - 744
Balloons - 712

Fishing Net & Pieces - 563

Strapping Bands - 519 390/
Tampons & Applicators - 517 o
Other Plastic Bottles - 502
Fishing Buoys, Pots & Traps - 393

Cigarette Lighters - 368 47,397
Condoms - 223 Cigarette
6-Pack Holders - 198 Butts

Diapers - 173
Tires - 107
Syringes - 91
Appliances - 35

22%

27,124
Other Items
P W
‘7 2,726
Plastic/foam
‘ Packaging
3,557
Glass
Bottles
0 3,655
. 7% 5% 4% Basanasd Plastic Bags
3,678
Metal
g Bottle Caps
PLASTIC FOAM 10,448 g
PIECES PIECES Food Wrappers e
38% 17% 5,037 .
Siraws,
Tt 6,023 Stirrers
Plastic Plastic
Bottle Caps Beverage
Bottles All data represents early results. Numbers

may increase when the final international
report is published in spring.

HOW YOU CAN HELP REDUCE MARINE DEBRIS IN NARRAGANSETT BAY

Cigarette filters are
NOT biodegradable.

Use a container for .
Not all public

areas have trash
cans. Bring an empty
garbage bag and take
your trash home to
dispose of it there.

your butts so they
don't reach waterways
and the ocean.

Trash tossed out on streets
and sidewalks, even far
from the shore, ends up

in storm drains and
washes into the Bay.  §

If you see friends and family
members littering, let them
When you go to the beach, know it is NOT OK to trash

Save The Bay cleanups happen

Use trash cans.

take a trash bag with you and our Bay.
pick up surrounding trash you

see. People are less likely to

litter on a clean beach.

year-round. For upcoming cleanups
and other volunteer opportunities,
visit SAVEBAY.ORG/VOLUNTEER.



VOLUNTEERS ARE THE BACKBONE 2015 SPONSORS

National Grid ¢ Citizens Bank ¢
Dominion « Bank of America «

; REI « Hemenway’s Seafood
environment. Grill and Oyster Bar « WalMart «
/ Zipcar » New England Med Waste
Services, LLC ¢ Packaging 2.0 «
Professional Security Services ©
Davitt Design Build, Inc.

of the cleanup, and the success of Rhode Island’s efforts
depends on their generosity of time and love for our
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nationalgrid SAVE H| 7 | :
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pecial appreciation to our Save The
Bay beach captain volunteers who
coordinated dozens of other volunteers
at each cleanup location.

“I am inspired every year by

the dedication of dozens of community
organizations and more than 2,000 =
volunteers who roll up their sleeves to do

something about a problem that may,

to some, seem hopeless. Together, we declare
that the problem of marine debris can be

solved and that we can do something about
it. We believe that the tide can be turned.”

— July Lewis,

Volunteer and

Intern Manager
Thank you for your support of

Narragansett Bay. Please pass this
report on to a friend who may want
to know more about how they can
help us protect and restore our Bay.
Find out more about Save The Bay
at SAVEBAY.ORG
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SAVE THE BAY.

NARRAGANSETT BAY




